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57 ABSTRACT

A lockable child container assembly includes a housing that
has a first end wall, a second end wall and a perimeter wall
attached to and extending between the first and second ends
walls. The housing has a door therein for opening an access
aperture in the perimeter wall to allow for accessing of an
interior of the housing. A lock is mounted on the housing and
releasably locks the door in a closed position covering the
access aperture. A mount is attached to the housing and covers
a portion of the lock facing outwardly of the housing. A lock
actuator is removably mounted on the mount. The lock actua-
tor is extendable through the mount to engage the lock and
release door from the closed position. The lock actuator is
removably mounted on the mount such that the lock is cov-
ered by the lock actuator.

5 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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LOCKABLE CHILD CONTAINER ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE
Field of the Disclosure

The disclosure relates to child container devices and more
particularly pertains to a new child container device for pro-
viding a combination lockable container and toy for a child.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

An embodiment of the disclosure meets the needs pre-
sented above by generally comprising a housing that has a
first end wall, a second end wall and a perimeter wall attached
to and extending between the first and second ends walls. The
housing has a door therein for opening an access aperture in
the perimeter wall to allow for accessing of an interior of the
housing. A lock is mounted on the housing and releasably
locks the door in a closed position covering the access aper-
ture. A mount is attached to the housing and covers a portion
of'the lock facing outwardly of the housing. A lock actuator is
removably mounted on the mount. The lock actuator is
extendable through the mount to engage the lock and release
door from the closed position. The lock actuator is removably
mounted on the mount such that the lock is covered by the
lock actuator.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the disclosure in order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be better understood,
and in order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are additional features of the disclo-
sure that will be described hereinafter and which will form the
subject matter of the claims appended hereto.

The objects of the disclosure, along with the various fea-
tures of novelty which characterize the disclosure, are pointed
out with particularity in the claims annexed to and forming a
part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure will be better understood and objects other
than those set forth above will become apparent when con-
sideration is given to the following detailed description
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a front perspective view of a lockable child
container assembly according to an embodiment of the dis-
closure.

FIG. 2 is a front perspective view of an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a side view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a front perspective view of an embodiment of the
disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a front view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a top view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to
FIGS. 1 through 6 thereof, a new child container device
embodying the principles and concepts of an embodiment of
the disclosure and generally designated by the reference
numeral 10 will be described.

As best illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 6, the lockable child
container assembly 10 generally comprises a housing 12 that
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has a first end wall 14, a second end wall 16 and a perimeter
wall 18 which is attached to and extends between the first 14
and second 16 ends walls. The housing 12 has a door 20
therein for opening an access aperture 22 in the perimeter wall
18 to allow for accessing of an interior of the housing 12. The
door 20 extends from the first end wall 14 to the second end
wall 16 and the first 14 and second 16 end walls each may
have a circular shape. As can be seen in the Figures, the door
20 may include a portion of the first 14 and second end 16
walls to facilitate access into the housing 12. A handle 66 is
attached to the housing 12 and may be attached to the first end
wall 14.

A lock 24 is mounted on the housing 12 and releasably
locks the door 20 in a closed position covering the access
aperture 22. The term “lock™ is being used, it should be
understood that all latching type mechanisms may be used
and, as this will be used by a child, in particular push button
releases will likely be employed which only require depress-
ing to release a catch 26 on the door 20 and allow it to be
opened. A mount 28 is attached to the housing 12 and covers
a portion of the lock 24 facing outwardly of the housing. The
mount 28 includes a receiver 68 having an elongated opening
30 therein.

A lock actuator 32 is removably mounted on the mount 28.
The lock actuator 32 is provided to facilitate the actuation of
the lock 30 by the child and is extendable through the mount
28 to engage the lock 30 and release door 20 from the closed
position. It should be understood that while the examples
herein are utilizing a push button mechanism, a lock 30 which
requires the lock actuator 32 to be a keyed structure may also
be employed. The lock actuator 32 includes a base 34. The
base 34 may specifically be shaped to comprise a child’s toy.
This allows the child to play with the lock actuator 32 when
using the housing 12 and will also encourage the child to
replace the lock actuator 32 when the door 20 is closed. A lock
engaging portion 36 is attached to a perimeter surface of the
base 34. By perimeter surface what is meant is all sides but a
bottom surface 38 of the base 36 may be used. As can be seen
in the Figures, the example provided places the lock engaging
portion 36 on a front surface of the base 38. The lock engaging
portion 36 is extendable through the elongated opening 30,
which may have a widened central area to receive the lock
engaging portion 36, and is abuttable and engageable with the
lock 24.

A mount engaging portion 40 is attached to the bottom
surface 38 of the base 34. The mount engaging portion 40
includes a post 42 that is attached to and extends away from
the bottom surface 38. The post 42 has a first end 44 attached
to the base 34 and a second end 46 positioned distal to the base
34. An elongated member 48 is attached to the second end 46
and is oriented perpendicular to the post 42. The elongated
member 48 is positionable through the elongated opening 30
when the elongated member 48 and the elongated opening 30
are aligned with each other. The post 42, and base 34, may
then be rotated to misalign the elongated member 48 and the
elongated opening 30 to retain the elongated member 48
within the mount 28 such that the lock actuator 32 is coupled
to the mount 28. In this manner, the lock 24 is covered by the
lock actuator 32 when it is not being accessed. Moreover, the
child will not readily lose the lock actuator 32 as it will be
coupled to the housing 12 when not in use and played with
when the lock 24 is to be accessed.

In use, the housing 12 is used in a conventional manner
such as for a lunch box or toy holding container. The user
places items within the housing 12, closes the door 20 and
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then places the lock actuator 32 in the mount 28 so that the
lock 24 is covered and the lock actuator 32 is coupled to the
housing 12.

With respect to the above description then, it is to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of an embodiment enabled by the disclosure, to include
variations in size, materials, shape, form, function and man-
ner of operation, assembly and use, are deemed readily appar-
ent and obvious to one skilled in the art, and all equivalent
relationships to those illustrated in the drawings and
described in the specification are intended to be encompassed
by an embodiment of the disclosure.

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the disclosure. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the disclosure to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and accord-
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to, falling within the scope of the disclosure. In this
patent document, the word “comprising” is used in its non-
limiting sense to mean that items following the word are
included, but items not specifically mentioned are not
excluded. A reference to an element by the indefinite article
“a” does not exclude the possibility that more than one of the
element is present, unless the context clearly requires that
there be only one of the elements.

I claim:

1. A container assembly configured for holding a plurality
of articles, said assembly comprising:

a housing having a first end wall, a second end wall and a

perimeter wall being attached to and extending between

said first and second ends walls, said housing having a

door therein for opening an access aperture in said

perimeter wall to allow for accessing of an interior of
said housing;

a lock being mounted on said housing and releasably lock-
ing said door in a closed position covering said access
aperture;

a mount being attached to said housing and covering a
portion of said lock facing outwardly of said housing,
said mount including a receiver having an elongated
opening therein;

a lock actuator being removably mounted on said mount,
said lock actuator being extendable through said mount
to engage said lock and release door from said closed
position, said lock actuator being removably mounted
on said mount such that said lock is covered by said lock
actuator, said lock actuator including
a base,

a lock engaging portion being attached to a perimeter
surface of said base, said lock engaging portion being
extendable through said elongated opening and being
abuttable and engageable with said lock, and

a mount engaging portion being attached to a bottom
surface of said base, said mount engaging portion
includes a post being attached to and extending away
from said bottom surface, said post having a first end
attached to said base and a second end positioned
distal to said base, a medial point of an elongated
member being attached to said second end, said elon-
gated member being oriented perpendicular to said
post, said elongated member being positionable in
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said elongated opening when said elongated member
and said elongated opening are aligned with each
other, said post being rotated to misalign said elon-
gated member and said elongated opening to retain
said elongated member within said mount such that

said lock actuator is coupled to said mount; and
ahandle being attached to said housing, said handle having
opposite ends each being attached to said first end wall.

2. The container assembly configured for holding a plural-
ity of articles according to claim 1, wherein said door extends
from said first end wall to said second end wall.

3. The container assembly configured for holding a plural-
ity of articles according to claim 2, wherein said first and
second end walls each have a circular shape.

4. The container assembly configured for holding a plural-
ity of articles according to claim 1, wherein said base com-
prises a child’s toy.

5. A container assembly configured for holding a plurality
of articles, said assembly comprising:

a housing having a first end wall, a second end wall and a

perimeter wall being attached to and extending between
said first and second ends walls, said housing having a
door therein for opening an access aperture in said
perimeter wall to allow for accessing of an interior of
said housing, said door extending from said first end
wall to said second end wall, said first and second end
walls each having a circular shape;

a lock being mounted on said housing and releasably lock-
ing said door in a closed position covering said access
aperture;

a mount being attached to said housing and covering a
portion of said lock facing outwardly of said housing,
said mount including a receiver having an elongated
opening therein;

a lock actuator being removably mounted on said mount,
said lock actuator being extendable through said mount
to engage said lock and release door from said closed
position, said lock actuator including:

a base, said base comprising a child’s toy;

a lock engaging portion being attached to a perimeter
surface of said base, said lock engaging portion being
extendable through said elongated opening and being
abuttable and engageable with said lock;

a mount engaging portion being attached to a bottom
surface of said base, said mount engaging portion
including a post being attached to and extending away
from said bottom surface, said post having a first end
attached to said base and a second end positioned
distal to said base, a medial point of an elongated
member being attached to said second end, said elon-
gated member being oriented perpendicular to said
post, said elongated member being positionable in
said elongated opening when said elongated member
and said elongated opening are aligned with each
other, said post being rotated to misalign said elon-
gated member and said elongated opening to retain
said elongated member within said mount such that
said lock actuator is coupled to said mount; and

a handle being attached to said housing, said handle being
attached to said first end wall.
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